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1.1 Introduction to Interrogatives 

1.2 Interrogative & Verb Pattern 1 

1.2.1 Subject      

1. People  

Tom comes from Birmingham.  →Who comes from Birmingham?  アメリカ・イギリスの地名 

 2. Things  

A terrible thing happened to him →What happened to him? 

 3. Possessive  

 Mine is there     → Whose is there? 

  My house is here.                              → Whose house is there? 

Practice Sentence 

Jack ran all the way to the head office.  →本社  Who ran all the way to the head office?  

 

1. A spanner (BrE)/wrench (AmE) fell and hit him on the head. スパナ 

(ex)     What fell and hit him on the head? 

2. Caitlyn’s is in the next room. 

(ex) Who’s in the next room? 

3.      It’s James. (Telephone) 

(ex) Who’s it?  Who’s on the phone? 

4.  His car is this. 

(ex) Whose car is this? 
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1.2.2 Interrogative & Verb Pattern 2        

Ex. S＋V＋C 

 The roast courgettes (BrE) /zucchinis (AmE) taste amazing. 最高 

→What tastes amazing? [カジュアル] 

→How do the roast courgettes/zucchinis taste? 

 Carina looks tired      →Who looks tired?  

                           →How does Carina look? 

 Yuhei is the one in the grey suit.    →Which one is Yuhei? 

 Love is more important than money.                                     →Which is more important, love or money? 

 The red BMW is Tiffany’s.     →Whose is the red BMW? 車のメーカー 

            This dress is mine?      →Which dress is yours? 

Practice Sentence 

 Investing in stocks (is wiser than saving money in a bank.) 株に投資する 銀行に貯金する 

→Which is wiser, investing in stocks or saving money in a bank?  

 

1.      The figure in C42 seems off.          間違っている 

(ex) Which figure seems off?  

2. Those handouts by the copier are Brian’s.  

(ex) Whose are those handouts by the copier?        プリント 

3. Daiki feels under the weather. 慣用-丁寧        病気 

(ex) Who feels under the weather? 

4. The size of the font seems wrong with the  header. (パーソコンのドキュメント) 

(ex) What seems wrong with the header?    Cf. Football/soccer term  

5. This car is mine. 

(ex)      Which car is yours? 

6.          My dog looks cute. 

(ex)      How does your dog look? 
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1.2.3 Interrogative & Verb Pattern 3         

Ex.  S＋V＋O 

 Who  

 Tom wrote the article on strategic planning  →Who wrote the article on strategic planning?   

戦略プランニング 

            He loves his daughter and son.  →Who does he love? 

 What 

 I sent the file of actual and projected sales.    → What did you send?   売上実績と予測 

            A car hit my bicycle.                                        → What hit my bicycle? 

 How much  

 He’s spent half the budget already.   →How much has he spent already? 

 

Practice Sentence 

 We discussed company policy (last week.)  What did you discuss last week?  話し合う  方針 

 

1.      You should call Stephanie Taylor (about booking (BrE)/reserving (AmE) a place). 女性の人名 

(ex) Who should I call about booking/reserving a place? 

2. We made 50 million yen last month.  

(ex) How much did we make last month? 

3.      I appreciate the convenience of public transport. (about living in Tokyo)  高く評価する 便利さ 

(ex) What do you appreciate about living in Tokyo? 

4.         The tornado blew off my house.   竜巻   吹き飛ばす 

(ex) What blew off your house? 
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1.2.4 Interrogative & Verb Pattern 4        

1) SVOO Richard gave Tom the financial report. →Who gave Tom the financial report? 

 2) SVOO Richard gave Tom the financial report.→ What did Richard give Tom? 

            3) SVOO Richard gave Tom the financial report. → Who(m) did Richard give the financial report? 

Practice Sentence 

Someone in R & D sent me the email about the new proposal R & D =Research and Development 

→Who sent you the email about the new proposal?  

 

1. SVOO A former colleague gave me this* pocket watch.     懐中時計 

(ex) Who gave you that* pocket watch? 

2. SVOO Taisei passed me the file on the Singapore project.     渡す 

(ex) What did Taisei pass you? Which file did Taisei pass you? 

3.          SVOO  Tim writes his mother a letter every month. 

(ex)      To who(m)  does Tim write a letter every month? 

 

1.2.5 Interrogative & Verb Pattern 5         

SVOC The CEO of the company invited me to speak at the conference.  

       →Who invited you to speak at the conference?  

  SVOC  We call “gobou” “burdock” in English. →What do you call gobou in English? 

    cf    Q: How do you say gobou in English? A: (We say )‘Burdock’ 

           SVOC   I like my coffee black.   →How do you like your coffee? 

           SVOC  They call zucchini “courgette”  in the U.K.  →What do they call courgette in the U.K/? 

 

Practice Sentence 

The entrepreneur named her new company ‘Valtek’. [堅]   起業家、会社名 

→What did the entrepreneur name her new company? Cf. What’s the new company called? [カジュアル] 

 

1.      I let Jessie finish early last Friday.[SVOC] 

(ex) Who did you let finish early last Friday? 

2. The fear of failing made me study so hard when you were young. [SVOC] 

(ex) What made you study so hard when you were young? 

3.         He calls me a hippie. [SVOC] 

(ex)     What does he call you? 
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4.  This noise makes me crazy/mad. [SVOC] 

(ex)     How does this noise make you? 

5.        Matthew calls his dog Rusty.[SVOC] 

(ex)    What does Matthew call? 

6.        The news of the terrorism in Paris last year made me sad. [SVOC] 

(ex)    What made you sad? 

 

1.2.6 Interrogatives ending with Prepositions      

(from, about, in, from, to/with/on) 

Ex.  What was the film/movie based ___?  →What was the film/movie  based on? に基づく 

What did you do that____?   →What did you do that for?  

Practice Sentence 

What gate will the plane depart_____? 

         →What gate will the plane depart from? 

1. Where does the new intern come ____?       インターン 

(ex) Where does the new intern come from? 

2. Who were you just speaking_______ (on the phone)? 

(ex) Who were you just speaking to/with (on the phone)? 

3. What’s the article you’re reading _____?        記事 

(ex) What’s the article you’re reading about? 

4. Which company shall we invest ______?       投資す 

(ex) Which company shall we invest in? 
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1.2.7     Interrogatives to Ask Verbs 

Ex.       What are you doing tomorrow?                  I’m swimming in the pool. 

             What have you been doing since you became a university/ college student?  I’ve been studying. 

Practice Sentence  

  I was having/taking a shower when you called. →What were you doing when I called? 

1.       I’m going camping this weekend.  ________________ this weekend?  

(ex)   I’m going camping this weekend.  What are you doing this weekend? 

2.      I was at the store buying groceries.  _________________ at the store? 

(ex)   I was at the store buying groceries.  What were you doing at the store? 

3.      I’m going to Japan this summer. __________________ to Japan? 

(ex)   I’m going to Japan this summer. When will you be going to Japan? 

4.      I’ve been doing quite/pretty well.   ________________ doing? 

(ex)   I’ve been doing quite/pretty well.   How have you been doing? 

 

      

1.2.8     Interrogatives to Ask Adjectives     What~like? 

Ex.       “What~like?” inquires a person’s appearance or character which is unchangeable 

What is she like?     She is obnoxious.  She is pretty.  She is conceited .  不快な うぬぼれている 

             “How~?” inquires a person’s health or feeling which is changeable 

                    How is she today?     She is very well.  She is tired.   She is angry. 

Practice Sentence 

     He looks fat and stout. →What does he look like?                                がっちりした 

1. Jane is upset today.  ________________ 

(ex)  Jane is upset today.  How is Jane today? 

2. Natto smells like feet.  __________________ 

(ex) Natto smells like feet.  What does natto smell like? 

3. Jill’s husband is very intelligent. __________________ 

(ex)  Jill’s husband is very intelligent. What is Jill’s husband like? 

4. The meeting went horribly.  ___________________ 

(ex) The meeting went horribly.  How did the meeting go? 

5. The weather is very nice here. ____________________ 

(ex)  The weather is very nice here. How is the weather over there? 
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1.2.9     Emphatic sentence construction      Who is it that~?    What is it that~? 

Ex.       It is President Donald Trump that decided to withdraw from the Paris Convention. 

                            ↓ 

        who 

            Who is it that decided to withdraw the Paris Convention? 

            It was the hurricane that destroyed the whole city. 

                           ↓ 

        what 

             What was it that destroyed the whole city? 

 

Practice Sentence 

    It was the fatal accident that led him to come up with the invention.   致命的な 思いつく  発明 

     → What was it that led him to come up with the invention? 

 

1.   It was his arrogance that got him fired. 

(ex)  What was it that got him fired? 

2. It was Tadao Ando who designed this magnificent building. 

(ex)  Who was it that designed this magnificent building? 

3. It was at Kyūbei where we ate delicious sushi. 

(ex)  Where was it that we ate delicious sushi? 

4. It was the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear meltdown that devasted the Tōhoku region. 荒廃させる 

(ex) What was it that devastated the Tōhoku region? 

5. It was Richard Nixon who got impeached in 1974.    弾劾する 

(ex) Who was it that got impeached in 1974? 
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1.3 Difference between what, who and which 

 

Ex.  ‘Who’ inquires about Name, Personage, Relationship etc.   

He is Mr. Singh.   

→Who is he?  (丁寧、第二人称Whatôs your name, please? May I have your name？) 

  

‘What’ inquires about Occupation, Role, Position, Status 

 He’s an independent communications consultant.   

 →What is he? （丁寧ナチュラル What does he do? What is his occupation?） 

 

‘Which’ Usually not used for people, but used to confirm the identity of a person in a group/crowd. 

The one over there in the purple top. (niece) 

→Which one is your niece? 

 

Practice Sentence 

She’s the one who used to work in the branch in Vancouver. (Elizabeth)  

         →Which one is Elizabeth?  

1. The current sheikh of the UAE is Sheikh Khalifa.  

(ex) Who is the current sheikh of the UAE?  

2. Mr. Tan’s the one talking with Ms. Koike.  

(ex) Which one is Mr. Tan? 

3.      My uncle is a politician. 

(ex)     What is your uncle?/What does your uncle do? 
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1.4 Idiomatic Expressions 1 

Ex. 1.4.1   What about?=How about? 

Let’s go to the cinema (BrE)/movies (AmE).   →What about going to the cinema (BrE)/movies?  

  (Assertive 断言的な)      (Suggestive 暗示的な) 

 1.4.2   What if? 

I propose (that) we advertise on social media. [堅] → What if we advertised on social media?  

 1.4.3   What do you say to gerund/noun? 

Would you like to have another cup of tea?→What do you say to (having*) another cup of tea? 

  (Used in a spontaneous situation or to repeat a previous or habitual action) *Often omitted   

Practice Sentence 

I propose (that) you send both parceles/packages as a single item. [堅]  小荷物 

→ What if you sent both packages as a single item?  

1. Would you like an all-expense-paid trip to the Maldives?  全ての経費を含めて、場所名 

(ex) What do you say to an all-expense-paid trip to the Maldives?    

2. Let’s move the cabinet alongside the other wall. [Assertive]    キャビネット 

(ex) What about moving the cabinet alongside the other wall? [Suggestive] 

3. I propose (that) we dispatch employees to large companies. Cf leading firms, etc…[堅] 

(ex) What if we dispatch employees to large companies?[カジュアル]  派遣する、大手企業 
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1.4 Idiomatic Expressions 2   

Regarding Past Action = [カジュアル] Used to confirm ambiguity or sarcastic tone 

Ex. 1.4.4  Why did she do such a thing?   →What made her do such a thing? (think/believe often used) 

 1.4.5  Why did you buy that?   →(soft) What did you buy that for? 

            1.4.6  What has become of~ [堅]     What has become of him? 

 1.4.7  Why did you say ‘I can’t sing?’ →What do you mean, ‘I can’t sing’?  

 1.4.8. What’s up? meaning=  (BrE)What’s wrong  (AmE) ‘How are you?’/What’s wrong. 

 1.4.9  What did you say, again?  (Wishing speaker to repeat when didn’t hear or misheard speaker)  

       

Practice Sentence    

Why did you think you could get away with it?      罰されないで 

       →What made you think you could get away with it?  

1. Why did you go there?       

(ex) What did you go there for? 

2. Why did you say ‘sometime soon’?        今度いつか 

(ex) What do you mean ‘sometime soon’?  

3. Why did she think she would get promoted so soon?     昇進した 

(ex) What made her think she’d get promoted so soon?  

4.          How are you today? [in a more casual way] 

(ex)      What’s up? 

5.          Why did you come to the UK? [by using make] 

(ex)      What made you come to the UK? 
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2. Interrogative Adjectives 

2.1 Whose/Which/What ＋Noun         

“Whose” is for people, “Which” is from a limited or unknown amount of choices, while “What” is from an infinite 

amount of choices. 

Ex.   My son’s eyes are blue.   →What colo(u)r are your son’s eyes? 

  That’s Keisuke’s bike outside.  →Whose bike is that outside? 

  I’d like to visit Ehime.   →Which prefecture would you like to visit? 

Practice Sentence 

The  Giants will win the World Series.   野球チーム名、プロ野球優勝決定戦 

   →Which (baseball) team/Who will win the World Series? 

1. You should take the Tozai Line to get to Waseda.      乗る 

(ex) Which line should I take to get to Waseda? 

2. That’s Tomo’s phone on the table. 

(ex) Whose phone is that on the table? 

3. I am into jazz and rock.        ～にはまっている 

(ex) What music are you into? [カジュアル] 
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2.2 Preposition+ Interrogative Adjective Phrase  

Ex.   [For] 

Whose benefit? These accounts were changed. For   計算 

For whose benefit were these accounts changed?  

[In] 

What way? You see the company growing in the next 5 years. In 

In what way do you see the company growing in the next 5 years?   

[On] 

What grounds? You are making these accusations. On   告訴 

On what grounds are you making these accusations?   

 

Practice Sentence 

What way? This decision will affect our clients. In  影響を及ぼす 

→In what way will this decision affect our clients?  

1.  What sense? The public need to be aware of this. In   意味、気づく   

(ex) In what sense do the public need to be aware of this?   

2. What basis. You have decided to terminate his employment. On 根拠、終結する、雇用 

(ex) On what basis have you decided to terminate his employment? [書] 

3. What purpose. This matter need to be discussed. For   問題 

(ex) For what purpose does this matter need to be discussed? [堅・書] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© ACE Native Pronunciation, Listening, and Speaking Institute 13 

2.3 Idiomatic expressions with ‘what’ 

Ex. What day of the week~? What day of the week is it?    It’s Tuesday.  

    Cf. What day of the week would you prefer?  A Saturday   

 What time of year~  ? What time of year will it be?   It’ll be in spring. 

 What date(s)~ ?  What date will the conference be held on? It’ll be held on the 15
th

. 

 

Practice Sentence 

I’m available on the 12
th

, 13
th

 and 31
st
 next month?  →What dates are you available next month? 

1.  (The festival) It’s held in summer; in the second week of August.  

(ex) What time of year is/will the festival be held?  

2. (I’d prefer my next appointment) on a Monday 

(ex) What day of the week would you prefer your next appointment? 

3. I’m going away on the 30
th

 April.  

(ex) What date are you going away?  
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2.4 Adjective interrogative What vs. Which           

Ex. ______ time will you arrive at?   →What time will you arrive at? [カジュアル] 

 ______ airport will you arrive at, Haneda or Narita? →Which airport will you arrive at? [カジュアル] 

______ of these DVDs do you want to watch? →Which of these DVDs do you want to watch? [カジュアル] 

   What colour/color do you like?    Which colour/color do you like? 

 “What” is used for an unlimited amount of choices, while “which” is used for a limited amount. 

Practice Sentence 

_____ magazine did you end up buying? (More than one) →Which magazine did you end up buying?  結局 

1. ______’s the best way to get rid of a cold?        治す 

(ex) What’s the best way to get rid of a cold? 

2. _____ line should I take to get to Yokohama, the JR or the Toyoko Line?  

(ex) Which line should I take to get to Yokohama, the JR or the Toyoko Line?  

3. ______ slogan do you think has the most impact  of these?     スローガン、影響 

(ex) Which slogan do you think has the most impact of these?  

4. ______ company did you used to work for?         勤める 

(ex) Which/What company did you used to work for? 
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2.5 Interrogatives & ‘that’ Subordinate Clause 

Ex. 2.5.1 Subject  What dish do you think will be his favourite/favorite ?  

 I think the gratin will be his favourite/favorite.  

 2.5.2. Object  What medical school did you say (that) he wanted to apply for?  

I said he wanted to apply for Keio.  

 2.5.3 Complement  Which article do you think (that) mine is? 

 I think your article is the one on the effect of social media.  

Practice Sentence 

     They thought that the earth is flat.  → What did they think is flat? 

1. He thought the anti-depressants were making him worse. 抗鬱薬 

(ex) What medicine did he think was making him worse? 

2. (I think he tried to get a job at) a pharmaceutical company.  製薬会社 

(ex) Which company do you think he tried to get a job at?  

3. I said it was the Kodama.(train) 

(ex) Which train did you say it was? 

4. I think her husband is standing next to Tom. 

(ex)     Who do you think is standing next to Tom? 

5. He wishes he were a doctor. 

(ex)     What does he wish he were? 

  



© ACE Native Pronunciation, Listening, and Speaking Institute 16 

3. Interrogatives as Adverbs  

3.1 When vs Since when*… (Disbelief/Surprise=[修辞])      

Ex. 3.1.1  I usually have (BrE)/take (AmE) a shower in the morning.  

→When do you usually have/take a shower? 

 _____were you going to tell me?      →When were you going to tell me? [修辞] 

   (Event to yet occur that should happen)  

 3.1.2  I’ve been living in London since last June.→ Since when have you been living in London? [堅] 

   (Often used with Past/Pre Perf)  

 ____ ______ have you been into rugby? →Since when have you been into rugby? [修辞] 

 

Practice Sentence 

It leaves (from) here at 12.20pm. (last train)  →When does the last train leave (from) here? 終電 

1. The next presentation starts in 10 minutes. 

(ex) When does the next presentation start? 

2. He has been working here since Tuesday. 

(ex) Since when has he been working here? (Surprise- someone familiar started a new job) [修辞] 

3. __________ does he care so much about politics? (Sarcastic/Argumentative) 気にかける 政治 

(ex) Since when does he care so much about politics? [修辞] 

4. _______ were you planning on tidying (up-AmE) your desk? [修辞] するつもり、整理整頓する 

(ex) When were you planning on tidying (up) your desk? = ‘I think it’s time you tidied your desk. 
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3.2 Where 

Ex.      3.2.1    How to form interrogative sentences with ‘Where’  

 My cousin works in Adelaide.  

 （Turn it into an interrogative） 

 Does your cousin work in Adelaide? 

         ↓ 

       Where 

                                        Where does your cousin work? 

3.2.3  ‘Where’ as an Interrogative Pronoun; Preposition +Where  

 You should address these envelopes to Dynamic Ltd, 105 Thornfield Road, Kensington SW7 5LY 

 Should I address these envelopes to Dynamic Ltd, 105 Thornfield Road, Kensington SW7 5LY? 

                                   ↓ 

                               Where 

Where should I address these envelopes to? 

To Where should I address these envelopes? 

 

Practice Sentence 

      (You can find books on strategic leadership) on the 4
th

 floor.  

→ Where can I find books on strategic leadership? 

1. (The Sao Paulo flight departs from) Gate 25.  サンパウロ 

(ex) Where does the Sao Paulo flight depart from?  出発する 

2. (I’d say the best area to stay in in London is) Chelsea.  チェルシー 

(ex) Where would you say is the best area to stay in London? 

3. (You should invest in) somewhere you’ll get the best rate of return.  投資する 

(ex) Where would you say I should invest? 

4. People buy shoes at ABC Mart. 

(ex) Where does one buy shoes in Tokyo? 

5. Let’s meet at the Starbucks in Nihonbashi. 

(ex) Where in Nihonbashi should we meet? 
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3.3 Why  – Positive & Negative/＋Bare Inf B Inf/ should      

Ex. 3.3.1  A: (Because I want) to see the Grand Canyon.  →Q: Why do you want to go to America? 

 3.3.2  Why＋B Inf  There is no point in arguing with him. [ナチュラル] 

           →Why argue with him? [慣用] [ナチュラル][修辞] 

 3.3.3  Why＋not＋B Inf [suggestion]You should give her some flowers. 

→Why not give her some flowers? [ナチュラル] 

 3.3.4  Why＋don’t＋S [suggestion]It would be good for you to get some rest/rest up.  

→Why don’t you (Br)get some rest/(Am) rest up? 

                                                                  

少し休む 

Practice Sentence 

There’s no point in worrying about it.      →Why worry about it? 

1. You should tell your manager you’re thinking of leaving.  (Direct)  辞める 

(ex) Why not tell your manager you’re thinking of leaving? 

2. It would be good for you to double check/recheck both spreadsheets for other mistakes. 再チェックする 

(ex) Why don’t you double check/ recheck both spreadsheets for other mistakes? 表計算 

3. There’s no point in bothering to take/taking them to court.   手数をかける、裁判所 

(ex) Why bother to take (堅)/taking (ナチュラル) them to court? 

4. I’m interested in working here because my experience matches your requirements.  必要条件 

(ex) Why are you interested in working here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© ACE Native Pronunciation, Listening, and Speaking Institute 19 

3.3.5 Why should/would   =Surprise/Anger/Refusal [修辞] 

Used to oppose other speakers request/order 

Often used by politicians/demonstrators etc. to make others support their way of thinking and intimidate opposition 

 

Ex. We don’t want free trade anyway. Is there a reason we should/would? 

Why should/would we want free trade anyway? (Headline)  

 

Give me 10 quid (£) /bucks ($). → Why should I? (give you 10 quid/bucks)? [カジュアル]  

Your brother’s very tired after doing all his homework you know. → Why should I care? [皮肉/カジュアル] 

 

Practice Sentence 

They don’t want another invasion. Is there a reason they should/would? 

→Why should/would they want another invasion? (Political)  

 

1. Jordan needs to apologize for what he said.  詫びる 

(ex) Why should he? [カジュアル] 

2. The board of directors wants to agree to such a proposal. Is there a reason they should/would? 重役 

(ex) Why should/would the board of directors want to agree to such a proposal?   賛成する 

3. We are interested in supporting a ‘socialist’ group. Is there a reason why we should/would? 社会主義 

(ex) Why should/would we be interested in supporting a ‘socialist’ group? 
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3.4       How    

3.4.1   To ask means, ways of doing something  

Ex.      I go to work by car.  

 Do you go to work by car? 

    ↓ 

    how 

(Turn it into interrogative )  → How do you go to work?      

Why is it raining again?  

→How is it that it’s raining again? [Disbelief カジュアル]  

Practice Sentence 

You can remit money online (to an overseas account).→ How can I remit money to an overseas account?  送る 

1. (You can tell your data is accurate) by checking it against other sources. 

(ex) How can you tell if your data is accurate? 

2. Because the Australian Economy is terrible. 

(ex) How is it that the exchange rate is still this low? 

3.         (You change the language settings on this computer) by first selecting ‘Control Panel’ and ‘Clock,    

Language and Region.  

(ex) How do you change the language settings on this computer? 
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3.4.2 Varying degrees of Adjectives  

Ex.      Oh, I like Japan very much. 

    →How do you like Japan? (Someone who is new/not native to~) 

= Do you like Japan?  (Anybody) Open vs Closed Q 

 (Am.)I’m good. (Br) I’m wellall right.→How’s it going? / How are you doing?/   

Cf. (Am.)  What’s up/new? [カジュアル] 

 = How are you? [堅] 

Practice Sentence 

The move went smoothly.  引っ越す →How did the move go? 

1. I enjoy living in Jiyugaoka loads/a lot. [カジュアル] 

(ex) How do you enjoy living in Jiyugaoka ? = Do you enjoy living in Jiyugaoka? [堅] 

2. (It (The conference) went )better than I expected.  

(ex) How did the conference go last weekend? 

3. The new display window looks spectacular.     ショーウインドー 

(ex) How does the new display window look?      

4. Yes/Yeah I’m enjoying it (my new job in Fukuoka) very much 

(ex) How are you enjoying your new job in Fukuoka? 
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3.4.3  How + Adjective 
Ex.   How deep~?  How deep is the Seikan Tunnel? 

         How early~?  How early do we have to get up tomorrow? 

         How soon~?  How soon will we know the results? 

         How cold~?  How cold is it in Stockholm at this time of year? 

         How tall ~?  How tall do you have to be to ride the rollercoaster? 

         How much~?  How much is each share worth? 

         How many~?  How many times do I have to tell you? [慣用] 

         How often~?  How often do you go to the gym? 

         How long~?  How long will the train journey from Delhi to Calcutta take?  

          

Practice Sentenc 

What is the heat of the water?   →How hot is the water? 

 The meeting will begin in five minutes. →How soon will the meeting begin? 

 

1. The flight to Jakarta will take 6 hours.        航空、首都名 

(ex) How long will the flight take to Jakarta? 

2. London is 8 degrees cold now.         度 

(ex) How cold is it now in London? 

3. I can come to the office at 7am. (early) 

(ex) How early can you come to the office? 

4. I go to the States twice a year on business.       米国、出張 

(ex) How often do you go to the States on business? 

5. I want to hire two new employees. 

(ex) How many employees do you want to hire? 

6. I want the presentation to last 15 minutes.       かかる 

(ex) How long do you want the presentation to last? 

7. It’s 47 degrees centigrade.   

(ex) How hot is the water? 

8.  The meeting will begin in five minutes.  

(ex) How soon will the meeting begin? 
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3.4.4   How should/would? =Surprise/Anger/Refusal [修辞] Used to oppose other speakers request/order 

Often used by politicians/demonstrators etc. to make others support their way of thinking and intimidate opposition 

Ex.     “When will President Trump resign?”    “ How should/would I know?”  

 

Practice Sentence 

     Do you know how cockroaches molt? →“How should/would I know?”  脱皮する 

1.   How many ants does it take to lift a human being?   持ち上げる 

(ex) How should/would I know?” 

2. When will man be able to live on the moon?       

(ex) How should/would I know?” 

3. What is the fourth largest desert in China? (The Tengger desert) 

(ex) How should/would I know?” 
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3.4.5   How & Idiomatic Expression         

Ex. How about~ Will (Shall) you have another piece of cake? 

→How about another piece of cake? [ナチュラル] 

 How about ~ Would you like to visit the museum? →How about visiting the museum? [ナチュラル] 

 How come~ Why were you absent today? 欠席する→How come you were absent today?[ナチュラル]  

            How do you do?[堅い]= Pleased/Nice to meet you[ナチュラル]  How do you do, your highness.殿下 

 How dare~ You have no right to say such a thing. →How dare you say such a thing! [強] No answer 

 How would~ What style would you like your eggs?  →How would you like your eggs? [ナチュラル] 

Practice Sentence 

You have no right to go through my things/ stuff like that.      ↄ⁸  

       →How dare you go through my things/ stuff like that!  

1. Why do I sweat so much while making a speech?      汗をかく 

(ex) How come I sweat so much while making a speech? [修辞] 

2.      What style would you like your hair done? 

(ex) How would you like your hair done 

3. You have no right to blame me for that.        責める 

(ex) How dare you blame me for that! 

4. Shall we co-host the conference?            

(ex) How about co-hosting the conference?  

5. Why hasn’t the software been updated on this PC?      更新された 

(ex) How come the software hasn’t been updated on this PC? 

6. Pleased to meet you, Prime Minister Abe. 

(ex) How do you do, Prime Minister Abe. 
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3.4.6  What vs. How            

Ex. ______ did you think of the film/movie? →What did you think of the film/movie? [ナチュラル] 

 ______ do you call this in English?  →What do you call this in English? [ナチュラル] 

 ______ do you like your coffee?  →How do you like your coffee? [ナチュラル]  

Cf. How do you like coffee? =what do you think of coffee?(Somebody new to coffee) 

 ______ do you say this in English?  →How do you say this in English?[カジュアル] 

Practice Sentence 

________ do you like your steak cooked?   →How do you like your steak cooked? 

 

1. ____ do you unlock this file?          

(ex) How do you unlock this file?  

2. _____ do you like your tea served in? 

(ex) What do you like your tea served in? Cf How do you like your tea (served)?    C.f. mug vs cup 

3. ____ do you keep your desk so tidy?           整理した 

(ex) How do you keep your desk so tidy? 

4. _____ do you think I should do? 

(ex) What do you think I should do? 

5. ____ do you propose we solve the problem?           提案する 

(ex) How do you propose we solve the problem? 

6.         ______ do you pronounce this word? 

(ex)     How do you pronounce this word? I pronounce it “nerd”.       つまらない 

7.         _______ do you spell bizarre? 

(ex)     How do you spell this word?   I spell is “b-i-z-z-a-r”.    奇怪な 

8. ______ do you call your cat? 

(ex)     What do you call your cat? 

9.        ________ is the weather like at this time of the year in the U.K.? 

(ex)     What is the weather like at this time of year in the U.K.? 

10.     _______  is the weather at this time of the year in the U.K.? 

(ex)     How is the weather like at this time of year in the U.K.? 
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3.4.7  Interrogatives using interrogative adverb in subordinate clause using wish/think/say/suppose 

 

Ex. How long does it take to get to Yoyogi Uehara? + How long do you think? 

→ How long do you think it takes to get to Yoyogi Uehara? 

 

Where did he get that information? Where do you suppose? 

→Where do you suppose he got that information? 

 

Why are the opening hours (BrE) /hours of operation (AmE) until 22:00? Why does it still say that? 

→Why does it still say the opening hours /hours of operation is until 22:00?  

 

Practice Sentence 

 

How much does it cost for a reserved seat? How much did the site say?    予約席 

      → How much did the site say it would cost for a reserved seat? 

1. How would it be good to market the company? How does the CEO think?     

(ex) How does the CEO think it would be good to market the company? 

2. Why would it be easier to catch a taxi from the next block Why do you think so? 

(ex) Why do you think it would be easier to catch a taxi from the next block? 

3. Where do we go from here? Where do you suppose? 

(ex) Where do you suppose we go from here? [慣用] 

4. How long will the meeting be? How long do you think? 

(ex) How long do you think the meeting will be? 

5. How durable is this material? How durable did the salesman say?    もちのよい 

(ex) How durable did the salesman say this material was? 
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4. Indirect Questions 

4.1 If/Whether with no Interrogatives         

Ex. Can Mr. Yonezawa change the time of the meeting? ＋ I wonder. 

→I wonder if/[堅] whether Mr. Yonezawa can change the time of the meeting (or not). 

Does everyone need to pay the fee? ＋ I don’t know      料金 

→I don’t know if/[堅] whether everyone needs to pay the fee (or not). 

Practice Sentence 

Are the results available online yet? ＋ I don’t know 

→I don’t know if/whether the results are available online yet. 

1. Will the weather stay fine this weekend? I wonder      晴れ続ける 

(ex) I wonder if the weather will stay fine this weekend. 

C.F. Whether＋Weather doesn’t go together. 

2. Can he make it to the wedding?  Gareth doesn’t know.     来る 

(ex) Gareth doesn’t know if/whether he can make it to the wedding. 

3. Did he lock the front door? He’s not sure.       鍵を閉める 

(ex) He’s not sure if/whether he locked the front door.      玄関ドア 

4. Will this new style be effective? The boss wonders.       効果的な 

(ex) The boss wonders if/whether this new style will be effective. 

5. Have you received the email I sent you? I was wondering. 

(ex) I was wondering if/whether you had received the email I sent you. 
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4.2 Indirect Questions with Interrogatives        

Ex. Subject 

You invite someone. It’s your (own) business.→Who you invite is your (own) business.あなた次第 

Object 

He isn’t wearing a coat. I wonder the reason.  →I wonder why he isn’t wearing a coat. 

At what time will he leave? Tell me.   →Tell me when he’ll leave. 

Closed to Open 

Do you know what I have in my hand?  →What do you think I have in my hand? 

Practice Sentence 

You do something in the afternoon. It’s up to you.     あなた次第 

→What you do in the afternoon is up to you.  

1. This message won’t send. I don’t know the reason. 

(ex) I don’t know why this message won’t send. (E.g. On mobile/cell phone, PC) 

2. Do you know what I have been doing all morning? 

(ex) What do you think I’ve been doing all morning? (Rhetorical/Sarcastic connotation) 

3. At what time will you get back from Hong Kong. Let me know.    帰る 

(ex) Let me know when you get back from Hong Kong. 

4. At what time will he arrive to/at the conference? Tell me     到着する 

(ex) Tell me when he’ll arrive to/at the conference. 

5. We decide to hold this year’s conference somewhere. It’s up to the board.   委員会次第 

(ex) Where we decide to hold this year’s conference is up to the board. 
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4.3 Indirect Interrogatives* + to InF         

 *‘why’ not used 

Ex. I wonder which people to invite.    →I wonder who to invite. 

Show me which thing to do.     →Show me what to do. (Assertive) (Am.) 

C.f. Show me what I should do. (Softer) (Br.) 

I know the way to fix it.     →I know how to fix it. 

Let me know what date to send out the invitations. → Let me know when to send out the invitations. 

Practice Sentence 

Show him ____ to insert page numbers into this document.      入力する 

→Show him how to insert page numbers into this document. 

1. I don’t know ___ to assemble this folding AmE/fold-away BrE table.   折り畳み 

(ex) I don’t know how to assemble this folding/fold-away table. 

2. He knows ___ you should talk to in order to make your blog popular. 

(ex) He knows who you should talk to in order to make your blog popular. 

3. I don’t know ___ to ask about starting up a new business.     開始する 

(ex) I don’t know who to ask about starting up a new business. 

4. Tell me ____ to prepare for the exhibition by.      展観会 

(ex) Tell me when to prepare for the exhibition by. 
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4.4 Summary 

Interrogatives & Intonation  

 Read out the following with emphasis on the underlined words. Students create appropriate questions.  

Ex. Mari ate the last piece of salmon sushi. →Who ate the last piece of salmon sushi? 

Mari ate the last piece of salmon sushi. →Which sushi did Mari eat the last piece of? 

→Mari ate the last piece of which sushi?  

I went to Ryogoku to see a sumo match/game. →Why did you go to Ryogoku?  

I went to Ryogoku to see a sumo match/game. →Where did you go to see a sumo match?  

 

Practice Sentence 

My ①brother broke ②my window. 

→①Who broke my window? 

 ②What
 
did your brother break?/Whose window did your brother break? 

1. She’s going to (gonna ［カジュアル］ study ①archeology at ②Princeton.  考古学、大学名 

(ex) What is she going to study at Princeton? ②Where’s she going to study archeology?    

2. The ①‘HR Management’ seminar will be held in ②Room 203.   人事管理、セミナー 

(ex) Which seminar/What will be held in Room 203? 

 Which room/Where will the HR Management seminar be held in? 

3. Our company has to lay off ᵑ11 staff members/members of staff ᵒfrom the 10
th

. 

(ex) ᵑHow many members of staff does our company have to lay off?     一時解雇する 

 ᵒWhen does our company have to lay off 11 staff members/members of staff? 

4. The new ᵑCEO is requesting all employees ᵒbe reevaluated. 

(ex) ᵑWho is requesting all the employees be reevaluated?       再評価 

 ᵒWhat is the new CEO requesting all the employees do? 

5. We will convince ①the partners to support our project by ②a strong presentation.  説得する 

(ex) Who will you convince to support your project?      

 
How will you convince the partners to support your project? 
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5.      Interrogatives & Emphasis           

5.1    ~＋ on earth /in haven’s name(Casual) / ＋ the hell/ the heck (Very informal)  

Used when angry or to suggest accusation 

Ex. Who do you think you are? (＋on earth) →Who on earth do you think you are? [修辞] 

 What are you doing?  (＋on earth) →What on earth are you doing? (Surprise, Concern) 

 Why did you post that on Facebook? (＋the hell) →Why the hell did you post that on Facebook?  

[カジュアル] 

(Angry, Very informal, Shocked) 

Practice Sentence 

Who put this on my desk? (Very Angry)     →Who the hell put this on my desk? 

1. Where are my keys? (Very informal) 

(ex) Where the hell are my keys? (Very informal/Shocked nuance) 

2. How did you beat us here? (Surprise) 

(ex) How on earth did you beat us here?       ここに先につく 

3. Who changed the design of the logo? (Very informal)      設計 

(ex) Who the hell changed the design of the logo? (Nuance) 

4. What are we going to tell the clients who’ve just come? 

(ex) What on earth are we going to tell the clients who’ve just come? 

 

5.2      Positioning Noun Phrase with Interrogative at the head for emphasis 

Ex. I’ll never know how she got herself into this mess.  困ったことになる 

→How she got herself into this mess, I’ll never know. 

 

Practice Sentence 

We just don’t get why he had to go and buy all those shares like that.  

→Why he had to go and buy all those shares like that, we just don’t get it. 

1. Nobody knows what made the car stop suddenly like that. 

(ex) What made the car stop suddenly like that, nobody knows. 

2. I just don’t know how he managed to carry all the luggage across Tokyo.  

(ex) How he managed to carry all the luggage across Tokyo, I just know.  
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5.3        Rhetorical Questions [修辞] 

5.3.1     Affirmative Interrogative with Negative Meaning 

Ex. Nobody cares. →Who cares? 

 There is no point in doing that. → What’s the point in doing that? 

 There is no reasonable way you can expect me to finish this in 30 minutes. 

 →How can you expect me to finish this in 30 minutes? 

Practice Sentence 

Nobody wears flairs. →Who wears flairs? 

1. There is no reasonable way she is supposed to know that. 

(ex) How is she supposed to know that? 

2. There’s no use in trying to force him to do it? 

(ex) What’s the use in trying to force him to do it? 

3. Nobody knows. 

(ex) Who knows? 

5.3.2    Negative Interrogative with Positive Meaning [皮肉] 

Ex. Everybody knows about the fraud scandal. 

→Who doesn’t know about the fraud scandal?  

Practice Sentence 

It rains all the time in England. →When doesn’t it rain in England?  

1. He knows how to fix everything.  

(ex) What doesn’t he know how to fix?   Cf. Is there anything he doesn’t know how to fix? 

2. Everyone is tired after working non-stop last night. 

(ex) Who isn’t tired after working non-stop last night? 

 

5.3.3    Other common rhetorical expressions  

Ex. You are late (what time). → Do you know what time it is.?  What time do you call this? [皮肉] 

 You’re a clever boy →  Who’s a clever boy?   (Talking to a baby)  

Practice Sentence 

Here it is (it’s right in an obvious place).(what, it, then)→ What’s this, then?  

1. You’re a clever girl.  

(ex) Who’s a funny girl?  

2. I’m surprised/amazed. (next) 

(ex) What(ever) next? 
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5.4 Reply Questions 

5.4.1     Short Questions 

Ex. A I’m going out tomorrow for dinner. →B Who with?  With whom? 

 A The boss wants to see you. → B What about/for? 

 A The trains to Shinjuku aren’t running. → B Why not? 

 A Chris is starting his new job. → B When?  

Practice Sentence 

He’s got engaged?  →Who to/with? 

1. I’ve been busy preparing for a presentation. 

(ex) What about/on? 

2. I hear there is a conference at business development at the International Forum. 

(ex) When? 

3. I’m sorry I won’t be able to make it tonight. (Prearranged appointment) 

(ex) Why not? How come? / Oh, I’m sorry to hear that. 

 

5.4.2     Echo Questions 

Seeking the speaker to repeat a part the receiver missed or is shocked to hear about. 

Ex. The article said he set fire to the entrance of the city hall. →(The article said) He set fire to what? 

She’s going to Wagga Wagga to see her relatives. →She’s going where to see her relatives?  

オーストラリアの地名 

 What have I done wrong? (you, know, exactly) 

→ ‘‘What have I done wrong?’’ You know exactly what! [強] [カジュアル] (Argument) 

Practice Sentence 

We are 800,000 yen down from last month.  We are how much down? / We are down by how much? 

1. The plane had to touch down in Novosibirsk. [nəvəsʲɪˈbʲirsk]    ロシアの地名 

(ex) The plane had to touch down where? 

2. He held a cobra when he was in Indonesia.  

(ex) He held a what (when he was Indonesia)?   

3. What’s that look for? (what/look/for) 

(ex)    ‘What’s that look for?’ What’s what look for? [カジュアル] 
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6.        Tag Questions          

Ex. 6.1    Be V 

You’re the new secretary, _______?   →You’re the new secretary, aren’t you? 秘書 

6.2    Aux V 

Kenji can speak Korean, _______?   →Kenji can speak Korean, can’t he? 

6.3    Imp V 

Give me a hand, _______?    →Give me a hand, will you?  手伝って 

6.4    Let’s~ 

Let’s have a party, __________?   →Let’s have a party, shall we? 

6.5    There is~ 

There are some mistakes, __________?  →There are some mistakes, aren’t there? 

6.6    Negative words 

It’s no good, ____________?    →It’s no good, is it? 

You never say what you’re thinking, _____? →You never say what you’re thinking, do you?  

It’s hardly snowed all this winter ______?  →It’s hardly snowed all this winter, has it? 

There’s little water in the bottle, ______?  →There’s little water in the bottle, is there? 

6.7    No-, Some-, Every- 

Nothing bad can happen, can __?    →Nothing bad can happen, can it?  

Something happened to him, ___?   →Something happened to him, didn’t it?  

Nobody phoned, did ____?    →Nobody phoned, did they?  

You know how to use Excel, ___?   →You know how to use Excel, don’t you? 

Practice Sentence 

Nobody’s handed in a red umbrella, _______?届ける→Nobody’s handed in a red umbrella, have they? 

1. Everything would go bad/wrong at once, _________?    うまくいかない 

(ex) Everything would go wrong at once, wouldn’t it? (Emphasis would=Ironic situation)  Cf. Murphy’s law 

2. You can finish the last two pages of the report by tonight, _________? 

(ex) You can finish the last two pages of the report by tonight, can’t you? 

3. Nothing bad happened while I was away, ____?  

(ex) Nothing bad happened while I was away, did it?  

4. Nobody called while I was on lunch, _____? 

(ex) Nobody called while I was on lunch, did they? 

5.         Let’s go downtown, _______?  

(ex) Let’s go downtown, shall we? 

6.   There’s good wine at this restaurant, ________? 

(ex) There’s good wine at this restaurant, isn’t there? 
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7.         The boss never compliments you, _______? 

(ex) The boss never compliments you, does he? 

8.   He’s no saint, _______? 

(ex) He’s no saint, is he? 

9.   It has hardly rained this month, ______? 

(ex) It has hardly rained this month, has it? 

10.  There’s little money in the account, ________? 

(ex) There’s little money in the account, is there? 
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7. Exclamation           

Ex. How＋Adj (Often used sarcastically)    [カジュアル] [皮肉] 

 A: I made this all by myself. (interesting)   →B: How interesting.  

 What ＋Part (a/an)(＋Adj)＋N＋V  

 (Pres Perf) nice weekend      →What a nice weekend it’s been.  

Practice Sentence 

(Past) An amazing evening. 

     →What an amazing evening (that (just happened)/it(reminiscing) was)! 

 

1. …and this is a picture of me cutting the ribbon… (during a long talk opening a company) (nice) 

(ex) How nice. (Sarcastic/Pretending to be interested)  

2. …then I lost my wallet. (annoying)          迷惑な 

(ex) How annoying. (‘That’s’ often used in place)  

3. This place is a mess          めちゃくちゃ 

(ex) What a mess this place is! 

4. A joke. 

(ex) What a joke! (Used in a negative sense when something unbelievable has just happened) 何言ってんだ 

5. A speech 

(ex) What a speech! (After someone said something profound and engaging) 

 Meaning = What an incredible/awesome speech!  


